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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the supplementary partial European search report 
under Rule 46(1) EPC relating to the above mentioned European patent application. 



Copies of the documents cfted in the search report are enclosed. 
The applicant's attention. is drawn to the following: 

The search Division Informs the applicant that If the European search report is also to cover 
Inventions other than the "invention first mentioned In the claims, a further search fee must be 
• paid for eaoh of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 Jury 
1998 {EUR 869.-) or the equivalent applicable an the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the searoh fees requested under Rule 46(1 ) EPC; 
See also O J EPO os/l 098, 405. 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text Is attached to the 
present communication. 

jn. AddltlonaJ set(s).of copies of the documents cited in the Suropean search .report Is (are) enclosed 
*<5i as .well. 
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Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior Instructions tb the contrary, the search feefs) will be debited on 
Ihe last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application cJobs not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invenilon and relates to several inventions or groups ol Inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-8,24 (complete), 17-20,30-34 (partially) 

A bacterial host cell . comprising a nucleic acid comprising a 
promoter which is controlled by a response regulator 
protein, the host being genetically modified such that said 
promoter is regulated by acetyl phosphate 1n the absence of 
nitrogen starvation, and subject-matter related thereto. 

2. Claims: 9,14-16,21 (complete), 10-13,17-20,27-29, 

3S (partially) 

A host cell comprising a first expression cassette 
comprising a promoter which 1s controlled by acetyl 
phosphate in the absence of nitrogen starvation and a 
nucleic acid sequence encoding a first enzyme required for 
biosynthesis of a heterologous metabolite, as well as 
nucleic acid sequences encoding other enzymes required for 
the synthesis of said metabolite, and subject-matter related 
thereto. 

3. Claim : 22 (complete) 

A method of producing heterologous isoprenoids in a host 
cell by overexpresslng phophoenol pyruvate synthase and 
biosynthetic enzymes required for the synthesis of the 
Isoprenoids. 

4. Claim : 23 (complete) 

A method of producing lycopene 1n a host cell by expressing 
a heterologous l~deoxy-D-xylulose 5~phosphate synthase, 
geranylgeranyl diphosphate synthase, phytoene synthase and 
phytoene desaturase. 

5. Claims: 25-26 (complete), 27-35 (partially) 

A nucleic acid sequence comprising a promoter and a sequence 
encodng an enzyme required for the production of a first 
metabolite, said promoter being regulated by a second 
metabolite, the concentration of which is indicative of 
availability of a precursor for the synthesis of the first 
metabolite, and subject-matter related thereto. 



